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HOUSE IS EXPECTED1
TO ADOPTA LIBERAL
POLICY ON SCHOOLS

*________________

Committee Members Confer
With Baliou on Actual
Needs of D. C. System.

FAILURE TO MAKE PLANS
COVER MORE CRITICISED

Woodruff Says Program Which
Does Not Entirely Eliminate

Portables Is Mistake.
A liberal policy toward the devel-

.* t»ioiri(<t crhnnl svstem

»ill be adopted by the House District
committee, If the views of several of
its members expressed at an informal
conference today with Dr. Frank W.

Halloa, superintendent of schools,
shape the course to be adopted finallyby the committee.
The full subcommittee on schools

of the District committae, headed by t

Kepresentative Walters, chairman,
conferred with Dr. Ballou for more

than an hour on the actual school
needs of Washington. Several memberscriticised the failure of the Districtauthorities to provide for a

larger school program, claiming that
one appeal should be made to Con-
gress which would meet not only
present needs, but also the needs of
the future over a period of not less >

than ten years. t

Favom Farther Surrey.

Representative Keller stated that j
he would favor an immediate emergencyappropriation for additional fa- ^
cilitles provided it was agreed that J
there be a survey looking toward the t
needs of the future, of which report i

should be made to Congress next win- t
ter. Dr. Ballou agreed with this suggestion.but pointed out the difficulty
of making a comprehensive survey j
during the summer months. He said f
It should be made when school is in
session.
The school superintendent stated

that the two-million-dollar program
recommended is purely an emergency *

one and does not take into account .

the growing needs of the school sys-
'

tem.
1

Kepresentative Woodruff inquired if '

the $2,000,000 program would entirely ?
eliminate portable school buildings. 1

Dr. Ballou said it would not.

Making Mistake. Saj> Woodruff.
"Tou are making a mistake." said (

Representative Woodruff, "to come to ^

Congress with a piecemeal plan which t
does not contemplate the abolition of r
the portable buildings. It will be difficultto get a second appropriation g
from Congress. The situation should j,
be met fully through a comprehen- t
sive program."
This statement By "TtipresentatWb

Woodruff led Representative Keller *

to observe that the subcommittee was
friendly to the schools and that now
Is the opportune time fully to present
the seeds of the school system In orderthat Congress may act fully to g
reHews the conditions complained of %
had to prevent their recurrence due r
SS the annually increasing school
peculation. c

Feeht Probes Situation. n

Chairman Focht of the District *

committee was present during the t

conference and asked a number of J
questions, indicating his interest in 1

the school situation. One of these r

was with respect to the effect on the i
school population by the exodus of 1

war workers. Dr. Ballou said that r

If there has been any reduction in r

Washington's population it is not ap- J
parent in the school enrollment. Attendancein the schools, he said, has c

Increased steadily during the past r

few years, averaging from 3 to 4 a

per cent annually. J
Chairman Focht Inquired as to the

number of Maryland and Virginia .

children attending school in the Di»- ,

trict. Dr. Ballou replied that about f
2.400 children* residing outside the j
District attend school here without *

paying tuition charges.
He called attention to the fact

that Congress had made this possible I
through laws permitting the chil- t
dren of government employes and 1
r>arent« who earn their livelihood in t
Washington to attend the District
schools on the same hasie as children
residing in the District. It was ex-

plained by Supt. Ballou that if these
laws were repealed substantially the
same number of children residing
outside the District would continue
to attend school here, although com-

polled to pay tuition.
Representative Mi'lspaugh said he

w<%!d favor repealing the laws and
compelling all children who reside
outside of the District but who attendthe local schools to pay tuition.
Representative Blanton stated that

he had Inspected the Johnson and
Powell schools and found little or
no cause for complaint. He said that
he favored abolition of portable
buildings eventually, but questioned
whether an extensive building programshould be entered upon at this
time with the government facing a
$3,000,000,000 debt.

SCHOOL BETTERMENT URGED.

Recommendations by Chairman of
Citizens' Federation Committee,
Recommendations for bettering the!

pub'ic schools of the District of Co- jiumbia were made in a letter sent by
Jesse C. Suter. chairman of the committeeon education of the Federationof Citizens' Associations, to
chairman Capper of the Senate committeeinvestigating the schools and
made public by Senator Capper today.
Referring to the "school betterment

program," adopted a year ago, which
included adequate pay for teachers,
more teaohers, adequate buildings,
teachers' retirement and a business
manager for the schools, Mr. Suter
wrote thjt only one of these recommendations.retirement had been
taken care of fully.
The first three recommendations

have been "only scratched." Mr. Suter

at ail.
gprolflr Iternramendatlons.

Declaiming against "a general or
revolutionary reorganization of the
s'bools." Mr. Suler made tlie follow-
ing tpei itii recommendations:
"Reduction in the size of classes to

permit pupils to (ret some individual
attention from the teachers.
"Supervised study at school instead

of home study; all home study should
be abolished below high school.
"Half day sessions In the third and

fourth grades should be abolished, as
the law requires.

"Closer supervision of work of
teachers In classrooms.
"A business manager who shall rank

as assistant superintendent.
"More coaching teachers to assist
lower children and those who have

been retarded: because of illness.
"A regular salaried corps of substituteteachers.
"A new department under an asslstA0ontloue4on Page 2. Column 1.)

PRESIDENT GIVES $25
TO FUND TO DECORATE
GRAVES OF SOLDIERS

INDIANAPOLIS. Ind., May 10.
"For those sons of the republic who
pave their lives in the world war"
President Harding has contributed
$25 to the American Legion's fund
for the decoration of American
graves in Europe, national headquartersof the legion announced
here today.
"It is only a small bit." the Presidentwrote, "but there comes with

it my sincere sympathy and my
earnest desire for a notable successof the efTorts on the part of
the American I/egion to make this
ceremony a becoming expression of
American remembrance. '

All American activities in France
have been consolidated to assist the
legion in the decoration of graves
on Memorial day. according to a
cablegram from Francis E. Drake,
commander of the organization's
department of France. More than
$20,000 has been contributed by legionp osts of America to date, and,
according to an announcement from
the national headquarters. the
amount will exceed $30,000 by
May 15.
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CHARGEDTO COST
'Abnormal Amount" for
Labor, Kruttschnitt Tells

Senate Committee.
St the A^neiftted Tress.
The trouble with the railroads is

>xcessive operating' expenses, "an abtormalamount" of which is the cost
>f labor, Julius Kruttschnitt, chair-1
nan of the board of the Southern Pa-
;ific railroad, declared today before
he Senate interstate commerce comnittee.He was the first witness at
he opening of the congressional investigationinto the whole transporationsituation.
Mr. Kruttschnitt suggested five
remedies" which he said were "easlyapplied and productive of great
sconomiea" They are:
"Stop the use for common carrier
jurposes of highways built with pubicmoneys without adequate tolls and
>roper regulationa
"Make inland waterways built or

mproved at public expense carry
hemselves as to interest on cost and
naintenance by regulating the comnoncarrier traffic on them and by
mnosinr adeouate tolls.
"Keep the United States governnentout of the business of operatngsteamships and stop the lavish

ixpenditure of public money to proridecoast-to-eoast ocean transportaionin competition with transcontitentalrailroads.
"Tolls for use of the Panama canal
hould be sufficient to pay interest on
ts cost, operating expenses and mglnenance.
"Do not deprive transcontinental
arriers of coast-to-coast traffic by inexiblyenforcing * strict loag-a*4horthaul clause."

Mr. Krnttschnitt read a prepared
tatemen t, which opened with the asertionthat freight rates were not
esponsible for business depression.
"Widespread propaganda is being

arried on to arouse public sentinontagainst existing freight rate*"
ie said. "The fact is that even since
he rates have been advanoed the cost
f transporting commodities is far
ess than the toll taken by the corouissionmerchant and the retailer."
The witness told the committee that

he general deflation and fall of
irices had caused stagnation of buslless.To support his argument that
ail road rates were not responsible!
ie said that notwithstanding the low'st ocean tonnage rates in history
nilllons of tons of shipping here and
.broad were rusting in idleness becausethere was such a small demand
or goods.
"The percentage of freight charges

o the average value of commodities
ihipped in the early part of 192J."
»e added, "is only two-tenths of 1
>er cent greater than in 1914.

Flaya Government Ownership.
'The trouble with our railroads

las been intensified by the results of
wenty-six months of an experiment
n government ownership and operasion. The word 'ownership' is used
idvlsedlv. as the federal ratli-ned »s

ninistratlon treated the railroads as \f they were absolutely owned byhegovernment and turned them back
:o their owners helplessly bound In
mprovident agreements In the msk-
ng of which their owners had no
,-oice."
Taking up labor costs, Mr. Krutt- 11

icnitt said the increase of this cost
n 1920 over 1919 was $873,814,652 and
hat if the increased scale which be- 'i
:ame effective retroactively last May jlad been in force during the whole
'ear of 1920 the wage bill for that
rear would have been approximately13,980,000,000, or $2,240,517,868 more
han it was in 1917, the last year of
jrivate operation before the war.
"The government having strangled

he railroads into something like
bankruptcy," he concluded, "at last
-emoved its hands and permitted a
mdden increase in rates that should
lave been gradual and started at least
iwelve years ago. We should bear in
nlnd and circulate widely the Presilent'sepigram, 'More business in governmentand less government in busliess.'"j

Adjourns Until Tomorrow.
Mr. Kruttschnitt had not concluded

bis prepared statement when the comnitteeadjourned until tomorrow.
In opening the session Chairman

?ummlns read a summary of railroad
earnings since 1913, showing larger
revenues each year, Dut operating ex1»riHi 111 r*»» rio<ncr at or* avan ourlftor

rate. The tendency culminated, be
said, when in the year ended March
I, 1921. the roads received $6,175,962,>00for transportation service* and
ipent 15.825,188.510 in operating expenses.After deducting: taxation and
rental charges. Senator Cummins
laid, the carriers had a net return
from investment of only (2,000.000.

"I think it is apparent that revenues
can never be Increased from higher
rates." Senator Cummins said. "It we
rannot raise the railroad revenues, the
problem before us Is that of ascertain-
Ing whether these railroads' revenues
are efficiently and properly expended,
The gravity of the situation before the
American people Is plain. The trans-
portation industry of our country has
become permanently an unprofitable
business."
The chairman said he presented his

statistics for the year ended March 1,
because that was the lirst year of pri-
vate operation after government con-
trot.

"That's scarcely true," said Senator
Kellogg, republican, Minnesota. "For
the first six months of that year railroadoperating expenses were fixed by
statute. That isn't private control."
The committee dismissed its prrUey

toward witnesses, and Senator Townsend.republican. Michigan, demanded
that "all witnesses here be sworn;
we've heard too many contradictions."
Chairman Cummins remarked that applyingthe oath to witnesses was not
the usual custom, but Mr. Kruttsnitt
WHB aworn. *

THE PRESIDENT !
ANDTHECAPITAL

For Us He Is "Three Gentlemen
at Once".President

Harding, Gov. Harding,
Mayor Harding.

THE IDEAL PRESIDENT
Editorial Correspondence of The Star.

THEODORE W. NOTES.
The successive Presidents of the

United States (including the District of
Columbia) have been not only to WashingtoniansPresidents, but governors of
the District and mayors of the city of
Washington. And to us of the District
the President is, like Mrs. Malaprop's
Cerberus, "three gentlemen at once." to
wit.: President Harding, Gov. Harding
and Mayor Harding.
How faithfully has each successive

President-Governor-Mayor of the Districtperformed his diversified functions?A study of the Presidents in
their relation to the capital shows that
every one since Washington, with the
exception of President Wilson, has as
the minimum of consideration expressed
in some message during his administrationa sympathetic patriotic interest in
the capital and its people. And many
of them have urged personally and put
in ope ration practical measures of materialupbuilding or artistic adornment of
the capital.
President Wilson, who broke so many

precedents, specialized in his messages,
dealing only with the most important of
national and international topics, overlookingthe District.
President Harding has, as senator,

lived for years in the nation's city. He
has legislated for it on municipal and
national lines. He has mingled with its
people, democratically, interestedly and
sympathetically. He has golfed with
them, and has spoken'helpfully at their
meetings, organizing for service to promotethe local and national welfare.
He qualifies as a good Washingtonian
as well as a good American. The capitalcommunity is confident of the new
President's sympathetic interest in the
welfare of the people of the nation's
city, and of practical, effective labors
by him to promote its upbuilding and
material development.
Financial Equity for Washington.
The presidential thoughts concerningWashington embodied In presidentialmessages not only constitutean interesting record of what

has been done, but a treasury and
arsenal of facts, figures and opinions
of value in reaching a wise conclusionas to what should be done to de\tlopand promote the welfare of
the capital. For instance from the
time of Washington. Adams, Jeffersonand Monroi sidelights are thrown
on the circumstances surrounding
the creation of the capital by the
nation, the responsibility of the nationfor its city and the financial re-
lattons of the nation and capital in
'.he National Capital partnership, first
in dfscusslon of the wise disposition
it the capital's land endowment^then in Jackson's time In connection
risk the City's bankruptcy of Villi,ill the attempt of the people of the
eity to perform maided the natlon'6
task of capital development; and then,
mder Grant and Hayes, in the wise reidjustmentscreated by the acts of
1174 and 1878 (see Senator Southard's
report in Jackson's administration and 1
In connection with Jackson's sympa-
thetlc reference to the city's financial
condition and needs).

City's Material Derrleyneat
Concerning Washington as the Site

t>f a national university and as a
r.c-llonal educational center of the re- ,
public, George Washington In his
messages. as well as In his letters an J
his will, Jeiferson and Madison in
messages, Monroe in bis letter com-
mending Columbian College, John
3uincy Adams, Grant and Hayes
have put themselves vigorously on
record. i
A few other recommendations tor

the material welfare of ths District
ire distributed as follows among the
Presidents. Jail.Jefferson, Roosevelt. 1
raft. Codification of law*.Jackson
(1810, etc.). Van Buren (1817), Pierce i
(1855), Buchanan (1858), Cleveland
(1888, 1888). Potomac bridges.
lackson (1832. 1824 and lilt). Fill-
more (1852), Cleveland (1888), Mc-
Klnley (1899)), Taft (1912). Water
lupply.Fillmore (1850. 1852, 1853),
Pierce (1853). Hayes (1880). Insane
isylum.Tyler (1843), Pierce (1863).
Police.Tyler (1841). Reclamation of
Potomac flats.Hayes (1877 to 1880).
Public improvements, streets, public
grounds, canals, etc..Monroe (1824),
Fillmore (1852). Grant (1878. etc.).
Charitable institutions.Fillmore (18S2),
Lincoln (1863-4), Hayes (1878). Board of
charities.Hayes (1877). Railroads In I
Washington.Lincoln (1861), Hayes
(1878), Arthur (1881). New District
building.Arthur (1884). Cleveland
(1886). Liquor laws.Cleveland (1885
to 1888), Harrison (1889 to 1892).
Sewerage commission . Harrison
(1889). National Capital centennial.
M(-Klnley (1898, 1899, 1900). Social
and economic legislation^.Roosevelt,
Taft Park extension.Taft.
President asd People of Washington.
The Presidents have not neglected

to consider the welfare, either of the
national city, with its streets, parka,
buildings and monuments, or of the
people composing Ore real city, the
National Capital community. And in
thinking wisely and sympathetically
wuiivoi uu( uiio wuiiiiuiiit; niey nave
planned to meet not onljr the people's
moral and Intellectual needs, but to
satisfy so far as the national Inter-
ests permit their political rights as'
American citizens. It is only of late
years that the monstrous doctrine is
propounded that the national Interest
requires that half & million or a mil-
lion of Americans at the seat of governmentshall be forever de-Americanized,remaining perpetual aliens so
far as representation in the legtsla-
tire and executive branches of governmentis concerned, and less than
aliens (the Supreme Court has said)
in their relation to the Judicial
branch of the national government.
Concerning the government of the

District and the political lights of
Its people are the references of Monro*(1818). Jackson (1U0, 1SS1 and
1888), Van Bnren, William Henry
Harrison (1841). Johnson (1866).
Grant <1871, 1872. 1873. 1874). Hayes
(1877 to 1880, inclusive), Cleveland
(concerning police regulations) 1888,
Roosevelt (transmitting Reynolds'
report), 1908. and Taft (In oppositionto local franchise), 1912. In the
same connection are to be considered i1
the local referendum vote under Bu- i1
chanan (1858). and Johnson's veto)1
message (186S), discussing the right
of the people of the capital to cast
a referendum vote whloh should br
respected by Congress.

Cordial and Reciprocal Regard.
Summarising, ths relations between

Presidents sad Waahingtonlans have
been cordial and marked by reciprocalregard. The President, though
not a part cf ths municipal corpora-
tVoe which directly manages local executiveconcerns. Is, as the appointive power
of the official heads of this corporationand through his veto, an importantfactor in ths exclusive legislativepower of Congress in respect to
the capital. These powers of MR,
President are coupled with MM
and responsibilities and in mat no- j

ASSESSMENT LAW
MGEWOSED
Commissioners Send to Congress

a Bill Relating to
Property Taxation.

Two important changes in the law

relating- to the assessment of propertyfor taxation in the District are

provided for in a bill sent to Congressby the Commissioners today.
The principal amendment provides

that whenever a piece of property is
sold there must be filed with the deed
a sealed paper giving the true considerationinvolved in the sale.
The other important change is intendedto enable the District to assessand tax persons who live here

practically throughout the year, but
who claim exemption from local taxationon the ground that they matn-
b«iii a vukiiit icaiucncc in <t siam

Effort* have been made tn the put
to enact a law requiring that the
true amount involved in mat estate
deals he stated in the deed, hut strong
objection has been raised against
such legislation.
Believe Proposed las Acceptable.
The Commissioners believe their new

bill will not be objectionable, since It
provides that the information be givenIn anch a way as not to be open to the
public. The section of the bill deslingwith this change reads as follows:
"Section 5. That hereafter no deed,

except deeds of release, deeds of trust
or other deeds not involving the transfer
of title to real estate, shall be recorded
among the land records of the District
of Columbia unless it is accompanied
by a sealed statement, addressed to the
assessor of the District of Columbia,
riving the information hereinafter referredto, and the recorder of deeds of
aid District is directed to receive such
ealed statement and transmit it to the
assessor of said District without breakingthe seal.
"Said sealed statement shall be made

by the grantee and shall be oa a
form approved by said assessor and
hall contain the names of the grantorand grantee, together with their addressee;the foil nature of the transaction,together with the true amount
of all moneys paid or received, and
sny other consideration in addition
to said moneys shall be given and
certified to by the grantee or an authorisedagent.

To Be Held as Ceafdeatiai.
"The Information contained in the

sealed statement shall be regarded as
confidential by said assessor and shall
be used by him, or by the said board
of assistant assessors, for the equalizationof asessments of real estate in
Lhe District of Columbia in accordancewith the requirements of law.
"If any such grantee or his authorizedagent shall fail to make anystatement or shall make any false

statement of the nature of the transaction.or as to the amount of moneyactually involved, he shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and shall beliable to a fine of not less than |5and not more than 9600 for each offense.Such offenses shall be prosecutedIn the Police Court of the Districtof Columbia in the name of said
District by the corporation counsel or
any of his assistants."

Text of Tax Clause.
The section of the bill relating to

the taxation of persons who live in
the District but who have interests
elsewhere reads as follows:
"For the purposes of this act, any

person maintaining a place of abode
In the District of Columbia on July
1 of any year and for six months or
more prior thereto, shall be considereda resident of the District of Columbia,and shall be taxable on his
a, .IU1 .» »# I

lajigtmic iiciovucii |/i uyci i/ 11 ivua-icu

In the District of Columbia during the
period of his domicile therein or for
any fractional part thereof; said personshall also be taxable on his intangiblepersonal property wherever
located, unless evidence shall be snb-
mi tted to the assessor of the District
of Columbia, satisfactory to him, that
such intangible personal property is
taxed to said person in some other
Jurisdiction for the period hereinbeforereferred to: Provided. That
cabinet officers, members of Congress
and persons in the service of the
United States government eleoted for
a definite term of office shall not be
considered as residents of the District
of Columbia for the purposes of this
act."
Another section of the hill provides

that new buildings and Improvements
on land shall be assessed every six
months instead of once a year, as at
present.
"This proposed change," the Com

mlssloners tell Congress, "is important,as large apartments require
considerable time for erection and
they are built in Buch a way that the
roof is put on after the building has
been three-fourths completed. A
large apartment house escapes taxationfor three-fourths of a year becauseit was not completed or the
roof placed thereon July 1 of the taxableyear."
The bill provides for an assessment

of new structures on December 1 as
well as on July 1. 4

Section 4 of the bill provides that
phrenologists shall pay a license tax.
|hus placing them on a past with
medians. atairvoyenta and fliftur

' -% who now p<.tr a license,

k

NAMED BY PRESIDENT.
Walter F. Brown to Be Representativeon Commission.
Walter F. Brown of Toledo, Ohio.

has been appointed by President
Harding as his personal representativeon the commission which is reorganizingthe executive branch of
the government.
Mr. Brown, long a personal friend

of the President and who acted as

WALTER F. 11ROWV.

his floor manager at the Chicago conventionlast year, probably will be
chosen as chairman of the reorganizationcommission, the other members
ol wmcn ure st-uaiuia tuju representatives.
A supporter of Theodore Roosevelt

In 1912, Mr. Brown has taken an activepart in republican politics in
Ohio. Last year he was a candidate
for the republican nomination for
United States senator, and was defeatedby Senator Frank B. Willis.

PROBE OF WAR BUYING.
President Asks Investigation of

Profiteering on Contracts.
President Harding has asked AttorneyGeneral Daugherty to investigate

charges of profiteering in contracts
and purchases made by the War Departmentduring the war. Evidence
developed by the House committee on

expenditures in the l^ar Department,
officials said today, has been referred
to the department for Inquiry.
An investigation has been in progressfor some time, especThlly in connectionwith purchases of harness

and leather goods, it was said, but a
special Inquiry as a result of the
President's request probably will be
begun shortly.

Today's News
in Paragraphs

House expected to adopt liberal policy
on schools. Page1

Excessive operating expenses declared
trouble of railways. Page 1

New town in Silesia captured by Poles
who cross Oder river. Page 1

President attends initiation ceremony
of Almas Temple. Page 2

Warning letter brought out in Bergdoll
inquiry- Page 2

Adolphus Gude made grand commander.
Page 2

Program announced for National Capitalhorse show. Page 2
Convicts expose huge thefts through
Iorgmg 01 money orders. rice

Gompers issues warning' to "greedy
hordes of employera." Page 12

Jane Addame to preside at International
congress of women to advance world
peace. Page 12

Gen. P. C. Harris declares that everythingpossible was done by the War
Department to Insure the correctness
of the lists of draft deserters. Page 14

P. H. Gadsden, representing public
utilities before Senate committee,
urges revision of federal tax laws.

Page IS
The Northeast Washington. Citizens'
Association urges housewives to bake
their own bread in order to bring
down bakers' prices. Page 17

Count Greppi, world's oldest diplomat,
dies. Page 17

Representative commits suicide because
of depression caused by illness.

Page 17
Postmaster Chance again urges businessmen to mail early. Page 17
Plney Branch citizens back $5,000,000
school building program. Page 17

Health officer urges cleaning up of
homes in addition to swatting fly.

Page 17
Dr. Frederick B. Power presented gold
medal for distinguished research work
|n London. ; Page 30
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NEWJOME HERE

Convention Considering National
Headquarters to

Cost $1,000,000.
Proposal to add another beautiful

building to Washington's collection of
fine structures was made at the openingsession of the sixteenth annual
convention of the National League of
Masonic Clubs in the auditorium of
the New Masonic Temple, 13th street
and New York avenue northwest, today.
Roe Fulkerson of this city, chairmanof the resolutions committee, reportedthat a resolution had been

presented to the body providing for a
per capita tax of $2 to provide a fund
for the erection of a building here to
be the national headquarters of the
organisation and to cost in the neighborhoodof $1,000,000. The resolution
Also provided for the establishment
in this city of the national headquarters.The chairman, in reporting
the resolution favorably for the committee,asked that discussion of It go
over until the business session tomorrowmorning.

Mr. Hays Landed.
William J. McMullen of the Postal

Square Club. New York city, paid a

tribute to Postmaster General Hays, a
Mason, as "the most humane man who
had ever filled the Postmaster General'schair." Speaking of the fact
that the Postmaster General had
called to Washington heads of organisationsIn New York city for the discussionof welfare work, he declared
there wasn't a member of the fraternityon the committee.
Mr. McMullen said that he is going

in n»tc a uuiucrcucc wiin int rum*

muter General while in Washington
and ask him to appoint a Mason from
the Postal Square Club.
Edward E. Britten, president of the

Ashlar Club of this city, pointed to
the President and a number of cabinetofficers who were Masons, and
said that the country now has an administrationwhich Masons can look
upon' with pride, whether they are re-
publicans or southern democrats.
The convention was opened by JosephT. Slingsby of Rutherford, N. J.,

and addresses of welcome, following the
invocation by Rev. James Shera Montgomery,were delivered by Judge
James W. Witten, chairman of the generalcommittee; Charles J. O'Neiil,
grand master of Masons of the District
of Columbia, and J. Thllman Hendrick,former Commissioner of the District.

President Slingsby reviewed the
year's history of the organization anil
dwelled at length on its great growth,
lie pointed out that there was a tine
f.eld ahead, saying that the clubs were
valuable assets to the lodges with
which they were connected.
Edward A. McKlnnon, national secretary-treasurer,told of the growing

esprit de corps of the organization, and
presented figures to show that the organisationwas in an excellent financial
state.
The meeting was thrown open to the

delegates for a discussion of ways,
means and methods for increasing the
number of clubs, and many dwelt on
the need of adopting some ceremonial
at meetings to draw out the members
and keep up Interest.
G. H. Peterson of New York, said

that he had found scores of Masons
who did not know anything about the
Masonic clubs, and pointed to the
great need of education to acquaint
the Masons throughout the country with
the work of the clubs. With a little
more activity on the part of members,
he said, the league could be made the
most gigantic organization in the historyof the United States. He asked
that the convention take some action
toward mapping out a plan for
spreading before the Masons of the
country the value of organising clubs.
James P. Wilson of New Jersey,

urged mixing pleasure with the club
work. He said that the trouble had
been that after clubs bad started they
were attacked with a form of infantilenaralvsls.

Boston Waste Convention.
Boston's Invitation to hold the next

convention in that city was offered by
W. Lt Terhune. He said that if the
delegates wanted to know how to
build up organizations they should
come to Boston and make a study of
his organisation, which in six months
had grown from an organization of
300 members with a debt of {3,000 to
a membership of 1.G00 members with
$20,000 in the treasury and nearly
$30,000 worth of bonds disposed of for
putting up a clubhouse to cost a half
a million dollars. Boston, he said,
has the largest per capita Masonic
membership of any city in the United

A recess was taken during the
morning session to permit the delegatesto examine the gavel used by
George Washington in the laying of
the cornerstone of the Capitol. It is
the property of the Potomac Masonic
Lodge of Georgetown, is kept in a
vault here, and oannot be taken "out
except by a committee of three Masons

(Continued on Page 2, Column 1.)
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PRESIDENT HARDING
NOT INSISTING UPON
HASTY PEACE ACTION

President Harding is not askingf«»r delay in the adoption by
the House of a peace resolution, it
was said today in high administrationquarters, but because of the
situation in Europe growing out
of the reparations settlement, he is
not insisting that there should be
any haste in putting the measure
through.

NEWTOilLS
IN MP OF POLES

(

Insurgents Push on Across
Oder to Kosel.PopulationFlees in Terror.

|GERMANS ENCOUNTER FOE

Patrols Near Batibon in Pursuit of
Alleged Slayer.Hard Fight

at Rail Station.
By tlie Associated Press.
OPPELN. Upper Silesia. May 10.

Insurgent Polish forces have crossed
the Oder and captured the town of
Kosel. after hard fighting. The populationis fleeing in panic.
The. French control officer took refugein the Kosel barracks and the

Poles opened fire on hi in there, acjcording to interallied commission reports.
Numerous casualties are reported to

have occurred at the Krandrzin railwaystation when the Poles drove out
the Germans after three days' continuousfighting.

German Patrols Cross River.
RATIUOlt, Upper Silesia, May 10..

German patrols crossed the Oder river
into Upper Silesia just before daylightyesterday morning and captured
six Poles, one of whom was suspected
of killing a number of Germans.
The leader of the patrol, a civilian

twenty-three years of age. declared
the Pole had admitted the killings.
When asked what he was going to do
about it, the patrol leader said:
"He was taken ten paces away and

two men were detailed to attend to
him.he disappeared, but probably could
be found floating down the Oder."

Italian troops here declare they have
lost severely in recent fighting against
the Poles, and appear to be greatly incensed.They are declared to have shown
unkindness toward Polish prisoners, who
are generally being handed over to them
by their German captors. Ammunition
has been received here from Breslau and
from Oppeln, and German citizens are
being armed and told to defend themselves.

Interallied frorrn Powerless.
Ity Cable to Tlie Star and ('liiva^o Daily New*.

Copyrlrht. 19:11.
RATIBOR, Silesia, May 9 (delayed).

.The interallied forces are powerless
to maintain order against Korfanty's
Polish insurgents, who are well organizedand equipped, enabling them to hold
the positions seized by them following
the general strike that began on May 2.
Korfanty holds the entire country

region east of a line following the
Oder river from Oderberg to Jtatlbor,
Kosel and Gross Strehlitz, completelycuttingoff the industrial region from
Kattowitz to Beuthen. AH the cities
are held by interallied troops with the
aid of German militia newly formed
and with posts established at the enitrances to the towns. All the villages
are held by the Poles. Hence the
cities are cut off, making it a question
of only a few days when they must
capitulate if Korfanty is able to hold
the routes.
Thus far the fighting has not been

serious, the casualties being few. For
example, in the region of liatibor the
Germans report ten killed and forty
wounded. The Polish losses are supposedto have been higher because
Polish troops tried to cross the Oder
under the fire of the Germans on the
west bank.
The interallied garrisons in the

cities are in precarious position. The
troops in Rybnik, cut off and outnumbered,cannot hope to resist if attackedseriously. The Poles evident-1
ly are intrenching against a reaction
by the Germans and ajlies. If they are

'left alone a week it will require heavy]
fighting to dislodge them.
Hitherto the losses on both sides

have been unimportant, but unless
diplomatic action brings about the
departure of the Poles there will be
real war.

WAR HERO FOUND DEAD,
BOSTON', May 10..Oapt. Baton Mo-!

Gllvary. hero of several notable bombingraids as an American flyer with
Italian forces in the world war, was

found dead in the rear of a garage in
the Back Bay district today. He had
been shot over the left eye.
An automatic pistol lay nearby.

Medical Examiner Leary said the circumstancesindicated suicide, but that
investigation would be thorough. x

Oapt. McGilvary. who had been decoratedwith the Italian war cross for
bravery, entered the commercial aviationfield in New England after the
war. His venture was said to have resultedin financial losses. His health
was impaired and he went to the!
woods for a rest.
The body bore only the forehead

wound, although at least two shots
were fired. This fact, together with
the disturbed condition of the ground
nearby, led to a more thorough investigationthan usual.
McGilvary also wore the golden

crown and wing, an Italian decorationconferred on the members of
the first group of American aviators
to reach the Italian front. He was

, in Tterlreiev. Calif t hi rtv-fnnr
years ago, and was graduated from
University of Wisconsin In 1906. He |
was a member of a flying circus that |
gave exhibitions at Cleveland and I
other cities after the war.

PROSPECTORS INH
CAST ASIDE ME1

LONDON. May 10..All that glittersis not gold, but lack of glitter
is not a certain test for worthlessness.it was found by gold diggers
along a river in Tapua recently.
While engaged in their search for
the yellow metal the men encountereda bluish-gray, flakish
substance, which they cast aside as

worthless. Two weeks ago two and
one-half pounds of this substance
was bought in this city by an

American Arm for approximately
|6,000, or eight times the value of
the same amount of gold.
It was osmiridium, a member of

the platinum group of metals, one

of the hardest metals known, and
used for the tipping of fountain
pens and for delicate bearings of

EX-MINISTER TAKES
UP TASK GF PICKING
CABINETJN^ BERLIN
Dr. Wirth, Former Head of

Finance, Agrees to Try to

Complete Portfolio.

ACCEPTANCE OF DEMANDS
ANTICIPATED BY FRANCE

German Parties Seem Ready to

Yield to Allies.Loss of Silesia
and Ruhr Feared.

By the Associated Press.
BERLIN, May 10..I)r. Wirth, formerlyminister of finance in the cabinetof Chancellor Kehrenbach, today

agreed to attempt to form a new

cabinet.

Dr. Wirth came into prominence In
Herman national polities early last
year wHen he entered the cabinet of
Chancellor Mueller as minister of the
treasury. He served in that capacity
throughout the life of the Mueller
government and ^ast June was apIpointed minister of finance in the
cabinet of Chancellor Fehrenbach,
which presented its resignation last
week.

| Dr. Wirth. a member of the center
or clerical party, was formerly a
minister of finance in the Baden gov!ernment. He has long been one ofj the leaders of the center party in
youth Germany.
BERLIN'. May 10..lYevious Berlin| advices had indicated the probabilitythat the majority socialist, Paul l,oebe.

president of the reichstag. would be
asked to form a ministry, but apparentlythe party conferences developedthe necessity of a move in another di1rt ction.
Acceptance of the allied ultimatum' relative to reparations was expect!ed in the reichstag here today when

that body convened. The centristsJ and the majority socialists, as a reisultof their conference yesterday.
were believed to have definitely
.aligned themselves in favor of yieldlingto the entente demands and.
while the democratic and German
people's parties held a long session

'last night, debating the matter, it was

J felt that opposition to the allied
terms was rapidly dwindling,
The people's party, headed by Dr.

Gustav Stresemann, was reported last
night to have become resigned to the
inevitable, and it was said it would

ijoin the majority socialists, not desiringto antagonize the parties inak'ing up the government coalition, yesterday'sevents app-ared to show that
the situation had resolved itself into
a competition between the various

J parties for first place in the assentjing column.
Socialists Pledge Support.

The majority socialists adopted a
resolution yesterday, pledging their
support to "every sincere efTort to
carry out the terms presented at
Ijondon, in view of The military coercionand violence with which Germanyis threatened." The center
party yielded to arguments presented
hy Dr. AVilhelm Mayer, German ambassadorto Paris, and would, It was
believed today, give undivided support
to a resolution expressing Germany's
acceptance of the entente demands
The note sent to Berlin by Premier

B.riand of France, in which Germany|was informed that the sending of
government troops into I'pper Silesia
would be considered by France as a
violation of the Versailles treaty, had
an influence in bringing about a decti-sionon the part of several deputies to

| join the elements ready to accept the
allied ultimatum.

BernstorlT for Acceptance.
The French premier's communicaition was generally viewed here as be|traying an ovcrxealous desire to stimuilate among rrichatag parties oppositionto signing the entente terms.

Leading democratic deputies declared
yesterday that acceptance of the ultimatumwould he the most effective
way Of counteracting French aspirations,and contended that a sincere
effort on the part of Germany to carry
out tne conditions 01 me ultimatum
would strengthen her case in the
United Slates and Kngland. Count
'von Bernstorff, former German ambassadorto tlie United States, was
one of the most prominent democraticdeputies to champion accept1
ance. a course he has persistently ad;vocated in party conferences and in
public speeches.

"If the Uoles steal Upper Silesia and
the French invade the Huhr district,
Germany will bo so completely weak

|ened that she will be unable to carry
out the reparation conditions." declaredTheodor Wolff, editor of the
Tageblatt, yesterday. This statement
occurred in the course of an editorial
in which Dr. Wolff declared he had
come to the conclusion that acceptanceof the allied ultimatum would
"be the better part of valor for Germany."

"Lincoln's warning." he continued,
"not to swap horses while crossing a

stream, has not been observed in tho
present situation. The retiring cabinetgravely complicated the crisis
by retreating."

NEWS INDICATES YIELDING.
Hy the Associated Press.
PARIS, May 10..News received

from Berlin this morning led French
official circles to expect that Germanywould accept al the ultimatum
conditions.
Germany has two more days in

which to give the categorical answer
« tKo n1H»H rpnn ra t inn Hpmandc ro-

quired by the ultimatum, the time expiringat midnight May 12. The terms,
in the main, call for payment by Germanyof approximately $33,750,000,000
and fulfillment of various other requirementsof the tjteaty of Versailles, includingtheVdisarmament clauses.
Failure to «Ccept is to be followed by
allied occupation of the industrial regionof the Ruhr valley.

TJNT FOR GOLD
nAL 8 TIMES VALVE
fine machinery tlmt the prospectors
cast aside.
The men were digging in a river

bed at Paqua. British New Guinea,
and in their eagerness to discover
gold disregarded the osmlridium.
which is worth £40 an ounce.
When the prospectors returned to

their settlement at night they re-
marked about the strange substanceturned up. A mining engineertold them of their error and
they hurried back to discover that
the arrival of tropical rains had
washed away most of the precious
stuff.
By careful vsork they raked togetherwhat was left, had it refinedand sent to London. The

metal was eagerly bought by the
American company.
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